
 

 
 

CITY OF NEENAH 
Department of Community Development 

(Inspection Department) 
211 Walnut Street   Phone (920) 886-6130 

website: www.ci.neenah.wi.us 
 

GARAGES AND STORAGE SHEDS 
 

Attached Garages or Storage Sheds 
 
If you plan on building an attached garage or storage shed, you must meet the following yard requirements: 
 
-  30' minimum rear yard (distance from building to back lot line) 
-  6' minimum side yard (distance from building to side lot line), 
   16' aggregate side yard.  This means that if you have the minimum 6' on one side, you   
   must have at least 10' on the other so there is a total of 16' side yard. 
-  25' minimum setback (distance from building to front lot line) 
 
AN ATTACHED STRUCTURE OR ONE CLOSER THAN 5' TO THE HOUSE MUST BE PROVIDED WITH 
FOOTINGS AND FOUNDATION AND POSSIBLY FIRE RATED CONSTRUCTION. 
 
Unattached Garages or sheds More than 10' From House 
 
If you plan to build an unattached garage or shed located more than 10' from the house, you must meet the 
following yard requirement: 
 
 - 3' minimum rear yard 
 - 3' minimum side yard or 
 - 6' minimum side yard if structure is to be built in the actual side yard of the home 
 - 25' minimum setback (distance from building to front lot line) 
SUCH STRUCTURES MAY BE CONSTRUCTED ON A 4" CONCRETE SLAB 
 
Unattached Garage or shed Less than 10' From House 
 
If you plan to build an unattached garage or shed located less than 10 ft. from the house, you must meet the 
following yard requirements: 
 
 (SEE REQUIREMENTS FOR ATTACHED GARAGE ABOVE) 
 
A DETACHED GARAGE CLOSER THAN 5' TO THE HOUSE MUST BE PROVIDED WITH FOOTINGS AND 
FOUNDATION AND POSSIBLY FIRE RATED CONSTRUCTION. 
 
Size Limitations 
 
City ordinances allow the construction of one (1) garage and one (1) storage shed and one (1) gazebo on a 
property (see gazebo handout).  A detached garage is limited to 816 sq. ft. in gross area.  This also prohibits 
an addition to an existing detached garage if the completed structure would be more than 816 sq. ft. in area.  A 
storage shed is limited to not more than 200 sq. ft. in gross area. Garages and storage sheds are limited to a 
maximum wall height of 10 ft. and a maximum overall height of 20 ft. 



Permit Fees 
 
Building permit fees are based on sq. ft. contents where it can be calculated and on estimated cost of the work 
where it cannot.  As an example, the fee for a 24' x 24' garage is $58.00. The building permit fee for a shed is 
$20.00. 
 
Corner Lots 
 
Lot line setback rules are more complicated for corner lots and this information should be obtained directly 
from our inspection staff. 
 
Plot Plans 
 
The Building Inspector requires that a plot plan drawn to scale be submitted before a permit can be issued for 
any new structure.  The plot plan must show the size of the proposed building, its location, distances to any 
other structures, and distances to all lot lines as well as the overall size of the lot.  (See sample below).  This 
does not have to be elaborate, nor does it have to be drawn by a professional draftsman. 
 

SAMPLE PLOT PLAN 
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IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT THE STRUCTURAL REQUIREMENTS FOR A BUILDING, PLEASE 
MAKE AN APPOINTMENT WITH THE BUILDING AND/OR MECHANICAL INSPECTOR BEFORE YOU 
BEGIN WORK.  THIS WILL HELP AVOID COSTLY ERRORS.  THE INSPECTORS' OFFICE HOURS ARE 
7:30 AM TO 9:30 AM AND 1:00 PM TO 1:30 PM WEEKDAYS. 
 
This information is only a general guide to help you plan a building project.  While we have made an attempt to 
answer the questions most often asked of this department, your situation may not be included.  Please feel 
free to call or stop in the office with any questions you may have.  Thank you. 
 

BEWARE OF UNDERGROUND UTILITY WIRES 
 
Please remember that there may be underground electric, phone or cable T.V. wires buried on your property in 
easements that are generally 5' or 6' wide on your side and rear lot lines.  Please call the Digger's Hotline 
before you do any digging on your property. 
 

DIGGERS HOTLINE:  (800) 242-8511 
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