
 
 

Home Remodeling and Additions 
 
The following information is provided for your convenience to help you plan a proposed home improvement project. 
It includes some of the major code issues but does not include all code requirements. Please contact the Inspection 
Dept. for further information if needed. Links to State Building Codes can be found on the City of Neenah web page 
at http://www.ci.neenah.wi.us/. 
 
Permits 
All home additions require issuance of a permit and in most cases, any remodeling that involves structural work 
(moving or eliminating walls) or any work which increases the living space of your home (remodeling attic or 
basement areas) will require the issuance of permits so as to insure code compliance for current and future 
occupants. Cosmetic work or repair work such as re-roofing, re-siding, kitchen cabinet replacement etc. may not 
require a permit unless the work involves structural items or plumbing or electrical system. It is always best to ask 
the Inspection Department prior to beginning any project to verify whether a permit is needed or not. 
 
General Conditions  
 
Exits: 
When creating new living space areas for sleeping, exiting requirements are critical. When creating a bedroom on 
either the second floor or in the basement, 2 exits are required from that floor level. If that floor level does not have 
2 separate stairways as exits, then a proper “egress window” must be provided in each bedroom on that floor level 
(see page 2 for egress window requirements). Bedrooms created above the second floor always require 2 stairway 
exits. In any case all bedrooms must have some window area for light and ventilation equal to 8% of the room floor 
area.  
 
Smoke Detection: 
Home additions or major remodeling will most likely require the installation of additional smoke detectors in the 
new areas. Current codes require a smoke detector in each bedroom and outside each bedroom area in addition to the 
detector required on each floor level. Detectors installed for new or remodeled areas need to be interconnected and 
dual powered (electrical with battery backup).  
 
Electrical and Plumbing Installations: 
Permits are required for all major electrical and/or plumbing work included in your remodeling project. While using 
professionals is highly recommended, homeowners who occupy existing single-family homes may do their own 
work if the proper permits are obtained. The specific code requirements for this type of work changes frequently and 
is quite complex. It is recommended that you contact the appropriate inspector to discuss your specific installation 
prior to beginning any work. 
 
Insulating Basement Walls: 
If your project involves insulating the interior of concrete basement walls, the State of Wisconsin does not 
recommend installing a vapor barrier over insulation in below grade wall applications because of possible moisture 
problems it could create. Also if you plan to use foam board insulation on your walls, the foam insulation is required 
to be covered by at least ½ inch of drywall for fire and health related issues. 
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