PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, the 19th Amendment to the United States Constitution which guaranteed the right to vote to all American citizens, regardless of gender, was officially certified on August 26, 1920; and


WHEREAS, today on August 26, 2020, we are celebrating the 100th anniversary of the adoption of the 19th Amendment; and


WHEREAS, Wisconsin holds a special place in women’s suffrage history as it was the first state to ratify the 19th Amendment on June ​​​​10, 1920; and


WHEREAS, this was the culmination of a decades-long movement for women's suffrage at both state and national levels. The bold, courageous and powerful women who fought for the ratification of the 19th amendment to the United States Constitution, achieving a voice in the laws and politics that govern them, deserve special celebration by the City of Neenah; and


WHEREAS, the 19th amendment was a milestone in women’s equality, even on August 26, 1920, the right to vote was still not guaranteed to all women. Those denied access to the naturalization process were not citizens and could not vote. Women of color faced discrimination at the polls for decades until the Voting Rights Act of 1965; and


WHEREAS, the fact that today women are active in local, state and national government and are running for office in unprecedented numbers reminds us that we all follow in the footsteps of these resolute American suffragists; and


WHEREAS, all eligible voters should be able to cast a ballot confidently, proudly, and without additional requirements that prevent them from voting. 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that I Dean R. Kaufert, Mayor of the City of Neenah, Wisconsin, hereby recognize and celebrate the significant milestone of the 100th anniversary of the adoption of the 19th Amendment, which granted women the right to vote.  






Signed and sealed this 26th day of August, 2020.


					


	______________________________


	Dean R. Kaufert, Mayor


	Neenah, Wisconsin











