Neenah

211 Walnut Street
Neenah, WI 54956

AN ORDINANCE: Plan Commission ORDINANCE NO. 2024-16

Re: Repealing and Replacing Chapter 24 Sign Introdu.ced: — =
ordinance regarding the regulation of signs in Committee/Commission Action:
the City of Neenah

AN ORDINANCE

The Common Council of the City of Neenah, Wisconsin, does ordain as follows:

Section 1.  Chapter 24 SIGNS, of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Neenah are
repealed and replaced in its entirety.

Chapter 24 SIGNS
ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL

Sec. 24-1. Purpose.

(1) The purpose of this chapter is to establish standards for the fabrication, erection, and use of signs, and to
regulate the location, type, size, and height of signage for all properties within the City of Neenah. The
adoption of this chapter reflects the formal finding of fact by the City of Neenah Plan Commission and
Common Council that regulation of signage advances the following compelling governmental interests:

(a) Reduce signage that the City has determined to be a cause of unsafe traffic and visibility conditions for
pedestrians, bicyclists, drivers, and passengers.

(b)  Protect pedestrians, bicyclists, drivers, and passengers from injury caused by the faulty and
uncontrolled construction and use of signs within the City.

Editor's note(s)—Ord. No. 2023-13, § 1, adopted Oct. 4, 2023, repealed the former Ch. 24, §§ 24-1—24-3, 24-26—
24-32, 24-56, 24-57, 24-81—24-84, 24-106, 24-107, 24-131~—24-133, 24-156—24-159, 24-181—24-187, and
enacted a new Ch. 24 as set out herein. The former Ch. 24 pertained to similar subject matter and derived
from Code 1977, §§ 18.01—18.09; Ord. No. 1346, § 1(Exh. A}, adopted Dec. 20, 2006; Ord. No. 1354, § 1(Exh.
A), adopted May 2, 2007; Ord. No. 1372, § 1, adopted June 18, 2008; and Ord. No. 1401, §§ 1—3, adopted
April 7, 2010.



(c) Protect pedestrians, bicyclists, drivers, passengers, and the general public from injury caused by
distractions, obstructions, and hazards created by certain signs or by cluttered, distracting, or illegible
signage.

(d) Promote the public welfare, health, and safety of all persons using public thoroughfares and rights-of-
way within the City of Neenah in relation to the signage displayed thereon, or overhanging, or
projecting into such public spaces.

{e) Preserve the value of private property by assuring the compatibility of signs with surrounding land
uses.

{(fy  Assure that public benefits derived from expenditures of public funds for the improvement and
beautification of public streets and other public structures and spaces are protected by exercising
reasonable controls over character and design of signage.

{(g8) Advance the aesthetic goals of the City throughout the community and ensure the effectiveness and
flexibility in the design, creativity, or use of signage without creating a detriment to the general public.

{(h) Establish and maintain a distinction between commercial and non-commercial signage as significant
due to the inherent nature of commercial signs being indefinitely erected, larger and more prominent
than other signs. Whereas indefinitely erected and attention seeking signs often directly affect
sightlines, policing power, property values, aesthetics, traffic safety, and the like. Moreover,
commercial signs, typically larger and indefinitely erected, require on-going maintenance and upkeep.
Thus, it is significantly important for the City to require permits, allowing the City to monitor
commercial signs as relates to the City's inherent interests.

(2)  Furthermore, this chapter leaves ample and adequate alternative channels of commercial speech
communication for the messages portrayed on advertising signs—namely, distributed print media, broadcast
media, and point-of-purchase display—and is narrowly defined so as to limit said prohibition to commercial
speech on exterior signage and signage intended to be viewed from beyond the boundaries of a site.

(3) The penalties of the City of Neenah Municipal Code may be applicable to violations of the provisions of this
chapter.

{4)  Any sign authorized by this chapter may contain a noncommercial message.
(5)  Signs that fail to comply with the requirements in this title are subject to the penalties found in Section 1-20.

(Ord. No. 2023-13, § 1, 10-4-2023)

Sec. 24-2. Intent a.nd severability.

It is not intended by this chapter to repeal, abrogate, annul, impair, or interfere with any existing rules,
regulations, or permits previously adopted or issued pursuant to law. Where this chapter imposes greater
restrictions, the provisions of this chapter shall govern.

The sections, subsections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses and phrases of this chapter and all provisions
adopted by reference in this chapter are severable so that if any section, subsection, paragraph, sentence, clause
and phrase of this chapter or of any provision adopted by reference in this chapter is declared unconstitutional or
invalid by a valid judgment of a court of competent jurisdiction, such judgment shall not affect the validity of any
other section, subsection, paragraph, sentence, clause and phrase of this chapter or of any provision adopted by
reference in this chapter, for the common council declares that it is its intent that it would have enacted this
chapter and all provisions adopted by reference in this chapter without such invalid or unconstitutional provisions.

(Ord. No. 2023-13, § 1, 10-4-2023)
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Sec. 24-3. Definitions.

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the meanings ascribed to
them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:

Abandoned sign means a sign, and all of its components, which no longer correctly directs or exhorts any
person, advertises a bona fide business, lessor, owner, product or activity conducted, or product available on the
premises, for a period of 60 days or more, where the sign is displayed.

Animated sign means a sign that uses movement or change of lighting to depict action or create a special
effect or scene.

Area of copy means the entire area within a single, continuous perimeter composed of squares or rectangles
which enclose the extreme limits of the advertising message, announcement, or decoration of a wall sign.

Area of sign means the area of the largest single face of the sign within a perimeter which forms the outside
shape including any frame that forms an integral part of the display, but excluding the necessary supports or
uprights on which the signs may be placed. If the sign consists of more than one section or module, all areas will be
totaled. Any irregular shaped sign area shall be computed using the actual sign- face surface. In the case of wall
signs the area of copy will be used.

Athletic field sign means a sign located within an athletic field owned by a school for use in secondary
education interscholastic sports.

Banner means any sign of lightweight fabric or similar material mounted by the edges to a building.
Billboard. See "off-premises sign."
Building face means that portion of a building, which is paralle! or nearly parallel to an abutting roadway.

Business identification sign means any sign, which promotes the name and type of business only on the
premises where it is located.

Canopy sign means any sign attached to or constructed in, on, or under a canopy. For the purposes of this
chapter, an awning promoting the name and type of a business shall be considered a canopy sign. The area of a
canopy sign is calculated by the area of copy.

Changeable message sign means a sign, either a ground or wall type sign, such as an electronic or a
controlled time and temperature sign, message center or reader board, whether electronic, electric, or manual,
where different copy changes.

Copy means the wording, letters, numbers, figures, designs, or other symbolic representations incorporated
into a sign.

Commercial message Any sign wording, logo, or other representation that, directly or indirectly, names,
advertises, or calls attention to a business product, service, idea, or commercial activity. )

Directional sign means a sign providing general information, such as "no parking," "parking areas,"
"entrance,” "exit," "truck and passenger loading/unloading areas," "identification names," "numbers or names of
occupants," "signs posted on private property relating to private parking or warning the public against trespass or
danger of animals," "neighborhood crime watch signs" or other messages or symbols necessary to direct vehicles
or pedestrians to, through or within a site.

Electric sign means any sign containing electrical wiring, which is attached or intended to be attached to an
electrical energy source.
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Flashing sign means any sign which contains an intermittent or flashing light source, or which includes the
illusion of flashing, light by means of animation, or an externally mounted intermittent light source, not including
changeable message signs.

Frontage means the length of the property line of any one premise parallel to and along each public right-of-
way it borders. Said public right-of-way may be known as a frontage road.

Gross area means the area of a wall sign determined by using the outside perimeter dimensions of the sign.
If the sign consists of more than one module or section, their areas will be totaled. If the modules are formed in
the shape of letters or symbols the rules for area or copy apply.

Ground sign means a sign affixed to the ground on a freestanding frame, mast or pole, or more than one
such mast or pole, and not attached to any building. The area of ground signs is calculated on one face only.

Height of sign means the vertical distance measured from the grade at the street right-of-way line where the
sign is located to the highest point of such sign.

Logo means images, texts, shapes, symbols, or a combination thereof that depict the identity or purpose of a
business.

Movable sign means any sign not permanently attached to the ground or a building and in excess of ten
square feet in area.

Nonconforming sign means a sign that does not meet code regulations.

Normal maintenance means painting and/or replacement of nonsupporting members such as the facing
material or basic copy. Normal maintenance does not include modifications that would make the sign
noncompliant, or further its nonconforming status.

Off-premises signs mean a sign that directs attentionto a business, profession, commaodity, service, or
entertainment conducted, sold, or offered at a location other than on which the sign is located. This definition shall
include, but is not limited to, billboards, posters, panels, painted bulletins, and similar advertising displays. An off-
premises sign is further defined as meeting any one of the following criteria and includes only commercial
messages:

(a) A permanent structure sign which is used for the display of off-site commercial messages; or

(b) A permanent structure that constitutes a principal, separate, or secondary use, as opposed to an
accessory use, of the parcel on which it is located; or

(c) An outdoor sign used as advertising for hire, e.g., on which display space is made available to
parties other than the owner or operator of the sign or occupant of the parcel (not including those who rent space
from the sign owner, when such space is on the same parcel or is the same development as the sign), in exchange
for a rent, fee, or other consideration.

(d) Athletic field signs, as defined in this chapter, shall not be considered off-premises signs.

Permanent sign means a sign that is self-supporting and sufficiently attached to a building or its own ground
foundation.

Portable yard sign means a sign of ten square feet or less that is not permanently attached to the ground or
building. Such signs are freestanding and mounted on one or two stakes or posts and do not have footings. This
sign category is intended to accommodate a wide variety of sign purposes. Banners are not considered portable

yard signs.

Principal building means the building in which is conducted the principal use of the lot on which it is located.

Page 4 of 20



Projecting sign means a sign, normally double faced, which is attached to and projects from a structure or
building face. The area of projecting signs is calculated on one face only.

Roof sign means a sign erected upon, against or above a roof.

Sign means any object, device, display, structure, or part thereof, situated or visible from outdoors, which is
used to advertise, identify, display, direct or attract attentionto an object, person, institution, organization,
business, product, service, event, or |ocation by any means, including words, letters, figures, designs, logos,
symbols, fixtures, colors, illumination, or projected images.

Signs do not include:
(a) Traffic control and other government messages located within a right-of-way.
{b) Building colors and lighting which do not contain a commercial message, or commercial logo.

(c) Interior site signs located on the interior of the grounds of the following land uses: outdoor open
space, passive outdoor recreational, or active outdoor public recreational facility, which are primarily
oriented to persons within the grounds.

(d) Interior building signs located on the interior of a building and not attached to or located within three
feet of the inside of a window, which are primarily oriented to persons within the building.

(e) Window displays of merchandise, pictures, or models of products or services incorporated in a window
display, which are not directly attached to an interior or exterior window surface.

(f)  Individual signs less than one square foot in area are not regulated by this ordinance. Individual signs
shall not be combined in a "mosaic" arrangement to create a resulting larger sign.

Sign contractor means any person, partnership, or corporation engaged in whole or in partin the erection or
maintenance of signs, excluding the business, which the sign advertises.

Sign structure means any structure or material, which supports, has supported, or is capable of supporting or
helping maintain a sign in a stationary position, including decorative covers.

Swinging sign means a sign installed on an arm or mast or spar that is not, in addition, permanently fastened
to an adjacent wall or upright pole.

Vision clearance area means an unoccupied space extending along the full width of the front lot line between
side lot lines as defined in Section 26-3 of the Neenah Municipal Code. Such space shall remain clear of
obstructions between three and ten feet above grade.

Vision clearance triangle means an unoccupied triangle space at the street corner of a corner lot as defined
in Section 26-3 of the Neenah Municipal Code. Such space shall remain clear of obstructions between three and
ten feet above grade.

Wall sign means a sign attached to or erected against the exterior wall of a building with the face in a parallel
plane to the plane of the building wall. A wall sign may project up to 18 inches from a wall or building. Signs
attached to the outside of a window are considered wall signs.

Window sign means a sign installed inside a window for purposes of viewing from outside the premises.
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Secs. 24-4—24-25. Reserved.

ARTICLE li. ADMINISTRATION

Sec. 24-26. Enforcing officer.

The Chief Building Inspector or Designee shall enforce this chapter and shall perform the following duties:

(1) Issue permits and conduct inspections of property to determine compliance with the terms of this
chapter;

{2) Establish and enforce necessary or desirable regulations in writing, clarifying or explaining any
provision of this chapter;

(3) Receive and file all applications for variances or appeals; and

{(4) Maintain permanent and current records of this chapter, including but not limited to the following: all
permits, plans, variances and appeals.

(Ord. No. 2023-13, § 1, 10-4-2023)

Sec. 24-27. Permits required.

Permits shall not be required by a change of copy on any sign, nor for repainting, cleaning, and other normal
maintenance of the sign or sign structure. Certain signs, generally permanent in nature, are required to obtain a
sign permit prior to installation, erection, or modification of said sign. Permanent signs shall be reviewed based on
their location, size, dimensions, and other requirements outlined in this chapter. Such signs include specific
location, design and dimensional requirements, as identified in this chapter, to ensure public safety, community
aesthetics, and the purpose identified in this chapter.

it shall be unlawful for any person to erect, construct, relocate, enlarge or structurally modify any sign in the
City, or cause the same to be done without first obtaining a sign permit for each of the following signs:

(1) wall Signs.

(2) Ground Signs.

(3) Canopy Signs.

(4) Projecting Signs.

(5) Changeable Message Sign.
(6) Athletic Field Signs.

(Ord. No. 2023-13, § 1, 10-4-2023)

Created: 2024-93-18 10:08:56 [EST]

(Supp. No. 43, Update 1)
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Sec. 24-28. Permit application.

To obtain a sign permit, a permit application must be submitted to the Chief Building Inspector or Designee. The
permit application must include the following:

(1) The applicant’s contact information, including any of the following applicable information:
{a) The name of the individual or entity making the application,
{b) The name of the individual making the application,
(c) The applicant’s phone number,
{d) The applicant’s email address; and
(e) The applicant's mailing address.
(2) A scale drawing(s) of the proposed sign including the following applicable information:
(a) The location and nominal dimensions of the proposed sign,
(b) The kinds of material to be used in the construction and/or erection of the sign,

(c) Construction specifications, including electrical and illumination specifications and if required,
showing that the structure and design meet the requirements of this chapter for wind pressure load,

(d) The location, size and types of other signs on the premises if such signs exist; and
(e) The area of the building face if the sign is to be attached to it.

(3) The address of the site the proposed sign is to be located.

{4) A brief description of the proposed sign.

(5) The applicable permit fee for the proposed sign type.

Sec. 24-29. Basis for permit approval.

Upon receipt of a permit application, the Chief Building Inspector or Designee will review the application
and make approval if the following criteria are met:

(1) A completed application has been submitted to the Chief Building Inspector or Designee including the
required as specified in Section 24-28.

(2) The area/size restrictions are met as specified in this chapter.
(3) The number restrictions are met as specified in this chapter.
{4) The illumination restrictions are met as specified in this chapter and Chapter 26.

(5) The proposed sign type is permitted within the zoning district in which the sign will be located as specified
in this chapter.

(6) The proposed sign does not conflict with vehicular or pedestrian circulation.

(7) The materials and construction meet the design standards of this chapter, and the building code adopted
by the City of Neenah.
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(8) The permit fees as established by the Neenah Common Council are paid at the time the sign permit
application is submitted.

(9) An approved sign permit shall expire, and shall be null and void, if the sign is not attached or erected
within 180 days after the issuance of the sign permit.

Sec. 24-30. Permit denial.

A sign permit shall be denied if the application is incomplete, illegible, or inaccurate, or the proposed sign is
found to be noncompliant with the criteria of this chapter. If the sign permit is denied, written notice of the denial
shall be given to the applicant, together with a brief written statement of the reasons for the denial. Denial of a
sign permit may not result in total or partial reimbursement of permit fees paid.

(Ord. No. 2023-13, § 1, 10-4-2023)

Sec. 24-31. Appeal or variance.

The holder of a denied permit shall be entitled to an appeal before the Zoning Board of Appeals, which shall
be held within 30 days of its request by the aggrieved party. In addition, any variances or exceptions to this chapter
will also be considered by the Zoning Board of Appeals.

{Ord. No. 2023-13, § 1, 10-4-2023)

Sec. 24-32. Inspection required.

The applicant shall upon completion of the installation, relocation, or alteration of a sign, notify the Chief
Building Inspector or Designee, who will inspect the sign to ensure it complies with the regulations of this chapter.
If the sign is in a location deemed hazardous to inspection or otherwise inaccessible, the Chief Building Inspector
or Designee may order the sign to be inspected before its installation. Inspections are required for all signs
requiring a permit as described in this chapter.

(Ord. No. 2023-13, § 1, 10-4-2023)

Sec. 24-33. Signs not requiring a permit

Certain signs are generally temporary in nature, or otherwise largely unobtrusive to the objectives of public
welfare, safety, and aesthetics, and therefor do not require a sign permit prior to installation, erection, or
modification. Such signs shall be subject to certain size and location limitations for their use to ensure their
compliance with the purpose of this chapter. Additionally, if the Chief Building Inspector or Designee finds that any
such sign adversely impacts the, public safety, aesthetics through improper maintenance, unstable construction or
anchorage, obstruction of sightlines or travel, , action may be taken to require compliance with this chapter.

The following signs do not require a permit:
(1)  Nonilluminated emblems, or insignia. Nonilluminated emblems, or insignia;

{(2) Government signs. Government signs for control of traffic and other regulatory purposes, danger signs,
railroad crossing signs, and signs of public utilities indicating danger, and aids to service or safety which
are erected by or on the order of a public officer in the performance of his public duty;

(3) Home occupation signs. Signs associated with a home occupation as defined in the zaning code;
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{(4) House numbers and name plates. House numbers and name plates not exceeding one square foot in
area for each residential, commercial or industrial building;

(5)  Interior signs. Signs located within the interior of any building or structure, which are not visible from
the public right-of-way. This does not, however, exempt such sign from the structural, electrical or
material specifications of this chapter;

{(6) Memorial signs and plaques. Signs which are cut into masonry surface or inlaid so as to be part of a
building or when constructed of bronze or other noncombustible material not more than four square
feet in area;

(7)  Public signs. Signs required as specifically authorized for a public purpose by any law, statute or
ordinance;

(8)  Window signs. In business, commercial and industrial districts, the inside surface of any ground floor
window may be used for attachment of signs. The total area of such signs, however, shall not exceed
50 percent of the total window area and shall not be placed on door windows or other windows
needed to be clear for pedestrian safety;

(Ord. No. 2023-13, § 1, 10-4-2023)

Sec. 24-34. Prohibited Signs

Some specific signs and classes of signs may only harm community aesthetics and/or the public welfare.
Signs in this article are contrary to the purpose of this chapter. The following signs shall be prohibited within the
City:

(1) Abandoned signs.
(2) Off-premises signs.
(3) Movable signs.

(4) Swinging signs.

(5) Roofsigns.

{6)  Flashing or motion signs. No sign shall be permitted which is animated by means of flashing,
scintillating, blinking, or traveling lights. Changeable message signs are not subject to this restriction.
Signs with motion components visible from the public right-of-way are not permitted except for those,
which revolve around a vertical axis at speeds less than seven revolutions per minute.

{7)  Floodlighted signs. Reflection illuminated signs which light source is positioned so that 25 percent or
more of its intensity is visible from a public right-of-way by vehicular traffic or which light source
travels to a residential property are prohibited.

(8)  Unclassified signs. Signs, which are an imitation of, or resemble in shape, size, copy or color any official
traffic sign or signal are prohibited.

(9)  Right-of-way signs. No sign, except those specifically permitted by Municipal Ordinance, shall be placed
in any public right-of-way, unless said sign has been placed by the City of Neenah.

(10) Animated signs.

(11) Feather sign. A sign consisting of a piece of vertically elongated, flexible material such as cloth or vinyl
which is affixed to a single pole driven in the ground. The materials may be rigid or flexible, but is not
permanent.
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(12) Banners not entirely attached to an exterior wall of a building.

(Ord. No. 2023-13, § 1, 10-4-2023)

Secs. 24-35—24-55. Reserved.
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Subpart B - LAND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS
Chapter 24 - SIGNS
ARTICLE Ill. NONCONFORMING SIGNS

ARTICLE I1l. NONCONFORMING SIGNS

Sec. 24-56. Continuation.

Any sign located within the City on the date of adoption of this chapter, or located in an area annexed to the
City, hereafter, which does not conform with the provisions of this chapter, is eligible for characterization as a
nonconforming sign and may be continued, except as provided below:

(1) The signis structurally altered in any way except for normal maintenance and repair, which tends to
make the sign less in compliance with the requirements of this chapter than it was before alteration;

(2) The sign is relocated;
(3) The sign is replaced;

(4) The sign fails to conform to this chapter regarding maintenance and repair, construction standards, or
dangerous and abandoned signs; and

(5) Normal maintenance and repair is limited to painting and/or replacement of nonsupporting members
such as the facing material or cross bracing. Individual support posts or members which are structurally
damaged by any cause may not be replaced but the sign may continue to be used at dimensions
reduced proportionately after removal of said damaged portions. Should more than 50 percent of the
support posts be damaged at any one time, the sign will be deemed unrepairable and must be
removed.

On the date of occurrence of any of the items outlined in (1) through (5), the sign shall be immediately
brought into compliance with this chapter with a new permit secured or shall be removed.

(Ord. No. 2023-13, § 1, 10-4-2023)

Secs. 24-57—24-80. Reserved.

ARTICLE IV. DANGEROUS, UNMAINTAINED AND ABANDONED SIGNS

Sec. 24-81. Intent.

In order to ensure public welfare and safety, and to promote community aesthetics, any dangerous,
unmaintained, and abandoned signs shall be ordered removed from the property upon which they are located.

(Ord. No. 2023-13, § 1, 10-4-2023)

Neenah, Wisconsin, Code of Ordinances Created: 2024-83-18 10:08:57 [EST]

{Supp. No. 43, Update 1)
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Sec. 24-82. Deteriorated or dilapidated signs.

The Chief Building Inspector or Designee shall cause to be removed any deteriorated or dilapidated signs
under the provisions of Wis. Stats. § 66.0413. Upon notification, the owner will have 30 days to remove the sign.

(Ord. No. 2023-13, § 1, 10-4-2023)

Sec. 24-83. Maintenance and repair.

Regulations for the maintenance and repair of signs are as follows:

(1)

)

Except for prohibited signs subject to removal, or when repairs for signs are not allowable under this
chapter, every sign, including but not limited to those signs for which permits are required, shall be
maintained in a safe, presentable, and good structural condition at all times, including replacement of
defective parts, painting (except when a weathered or natural surface is intended), repainting, cleaning
and other acts required for the maintenance of said sign; and

The Chief Building Inspector or Designee shall require compliance with all standards of this chapter. If
the sign is not modified to comply with safety standards outlined in this chapter, the Chief Building
Inspector or Designee shall require its removal.

(Ord. No. 2023-13, § 1, 10-4-2023)

Sec. 24-84. Abandoned signs.

Regulations for abandoned signs are as follows:

(1)

(2)

All signs or sign messages shall be removed within 60 days by the owner or lessee of the premises,
when, for an on-premises sign, the business it advertises is no longer conducted; and for an off-
premises sign, when lease payment and rental income are no longer provided; and

If the owner or lessee fails to remove the sign, the Chief Building Inspector or Designee shall give the
owner 30 days’ written notice to remove said sign. Upon failure to comply with this notice, the Chief
Building Inspector or Designee may cause removal to be executed, the expenses of which will be
assessed to the tax roll of the property on which the abandoned sign is located.

(Ord. No. 2023-13, § 1, 10-4-2023)

Secs. 24-85—24-155. Reserved.

ARTICLE V. GENERAL SIGN STANDARDS

Sec. 24-156. Generally.

All permanent signs shall meet the general standards contained in this article regarding construction,
installation and design.

(Ord. No. 2023-13, § 1, 10-4-2023)
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Sec. 24-157. Specifications.

Wis. Admin. Code SPS Chapters. 361, 362, 363, 364, 365, and 366 and all amendments thereto are hereby
made part of this code by reference. A violation of any provisions therefrom, provisions in this section, or any
other applicable local ordinances, shall be a violation of this article. The following provisions are additionally
required:

(1)  All sign structures shall be self-supporting structures and permanently attached to sufficient
foundations;

{(2)  Electric service to ground signs shall be concealed wherever possible;

(3) Al signs, except those attached flat against the wall of a building, shall be constructed to withstand
wind loads as follows, with correct engineering adjustments for the height of the sign above grade:

a. For solid signs, 30 pounds per square foot on the largest face of the sign and structure; and

b.  For skeleton signs, 30 pounds per square foot of the total face cover of the letters and other sign
surfaces, or ten pounds per square foot of the gross area of the sign as determined by the overall
dimensions of the sign, whichever is greater;

(4) Nosign shall be suspended by chains or other devices that will allow the sign to swing due to wind
action. Signs shall be anchored to prevent any lateral movement that could cause wear on supporting
members or connections;

(5) Supports and braces shall be an integral part of the sign design. Angle irons, chains, or wires used for
supports or braces shall be hidden from public view to the extent technically feasible; and

{6) Allsigns shall be marked with the manufacturer's name in a size which is easily visible from the ground.
All electric signs shall also include: for incandescent lamp signs, the number of lamp holders; for
electrical discharge lamp signs, the input amperes at full load and the input voltage.

{7)  All signs with electrical service shall comply with the National Electrical Code 600.6.

(Ord. No. 2023-13, § 1, 10-4-2023)

Sec. 24-158. Installation standards.

{a)  Safety. All signs shall be installed and maintained in a workmanlike manner using equipment which is
adequate and safe for the task. This chapter recognizes that one of the greatest perils to public safety is
improper performance of sign contractors in the use of inadequate equipment. As such, a sign permit may be
denied if the sign contractor does not have or does not arrange for use of adequate equipment.

{b)  Electric signs. Electric sign contractors and their employees are hereon authorized to perform the following
specific tasks:

(1) Install exterior electric signs, ballasts, or high voltage transformers to sockets or outline lighting tubes,
and connect said signs to primary branch circuit, if said circuit already exists outside of the building;

(2) Install interior electric signs, but not connect said signs to the primary branch circuit; and

(3) Maintain and replace any electric component within the sign, on its surface, or between the sign and
building for exterior signs only. This chapter prohibits the electric sign contractor or its employees from
performing work on electric signs in contradiction to the National Electrical Code or the City Electrical
Code.
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(Ord. No. 2023-13, § 1, 10-4-2023)

Sec. 24-159. Design requirements.

(1)  General design requirements.

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)
{f)

All ground signs that are located within the applicable setback requirements shall maintain a minimum
vertical distance of ten feet between the bottom of the sign and ground level, or shall not be more
than three feet in height, measured from ground level to the top of the sign.

No sign or sign structure shall be located within the vision clearance area or vision clearance triangle.

All projecting and canopy signs shall maintain a minimum vertical distance between the bottom of the
sign and ground level at the right-of-way line of eight feet.

The gross area of window signs shall not exceed 50 percent of the gross window area of any given
building face.

Any sign location that is accessible to vehicles shall have a minimum vertical clearance of 16 feet.

No sign shall be located where, by reason of its position, size, shape or color, it may obstruct, impair,
obscure, interfere with the view of or be confused with any traffic control sign, signal or device, or
where it may interfere with, mislead or confuse traffic.

(2)  Projecting sign.

(@)
(b)

(c)
(d)

(e)

(f)

(g)

Projecting signs shall not exceed ten square feet in area.

All projecting and canopy signs shall maintain a minimum vertical distance between the bottom of the
sign and ground level at the right-of-way line of eight feet.

Projecting signs may extend no further than five feet from the building to which they are attached.

Projecting signs shall extend at a 90-degree angle to the building to which they are attached and shall
be prohibited at building corners.

Projecting signs are limited to one sign per building face with direct street and/or public area entry.
Businesses without direct street and/or public area entry that are within a multitenant building are
allowed one combined projection sign per building face with street and/or public area entry that shall
not exceed ten square feet per business or 20 feet in the aggregate.

Projection signs may be indirectly or directly illuminated. If indirectly illuminated, the light source shall
be directed away from pedestrians and shall be directed against the sign such that it does not shine
into adjacent property or cause glare for motorists and pedestrians. Backlit, halo-lit illumination, or
reverse channel letters with halo illumination is permitted. Exposed neon tubing is permitted, but is
prohibited from flashing or blinking.

Projection signs along Wisconsin Avenue/Main Street from Oak Street to Torrey Street and along
Commercial Street from Doty Avenue to Nicolet Boulevard shall also meet the following additional
requirements:

1. The frames and faces shall be painted or stained wood or metal. Plastic signs are prohibited;
however, those that accurately replicate a natural texture such as wood grain, stone or masonry
may be permitted.

Created: 2024-83-18 10:08:57 [EST]

(Supp. No. 43, Update 1)
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2. The signs must hang at least six inches away from the building to which they are attached.
(3) Changeable message signs.
(a) The sign shall not exceed a total of 40 square feet in area.
{b)  Scrolling of text is permitted. Animation and flashing of text or graphics is prohibited.

{c) No changeable message sign shall be located where, by reason of its position, size, shape or color, it
may obstruct, impair, obscure, interfere with the view of or be confused with any traffic control sign,
signal or device, or where it may interfere with, mislead or confuse traffic.

(4) Athletic field signs—School district fields. Signs within athletic fields, or within immediate proximity thereof, are
subject to the following:

{a)  Signs may not exceed 40 square feet in area.
(b) Athletic field signs shall be displayed only between March 15 and November 15 in any calendar year.

(c) The signs must be securely attached to and contained within athletic field fencing. In no case shall the
sign extend beyond the top of the fencing or a height of ten feet, whichever is less.

(d)  The sign back shall be of a dark green color (Pantone 3435) and the sign face shall be directed to the
interior of the playing field. This provision will not apply to signs that are screened such that the sign is
not visible from the exterior of the athletic field.

{e) If multiple signs are installed, they shall be of consistent size and mounting height to provide a uniform
appearance. Fabric signs are permitted.

()  Prior to the installation of any athletic field sign, a detailed plan sufficient to determine compliance
with the requirements of the sign code shall be submitted for review as outlined in this Chapter.

(Ord. No. 2023-13, § 1, 10-4-2023)

Secs. 24-160—24-180. Reserved.

ARTICLE VI. SIGN REQUIREMENTS BY ZONING DISTRICT

Sec. 24-181. Intent.

Zoning districts by definition, encourage and allow different uses and types of development.

Therefore, the requirements for permitted signs in the districts also differ as related to types of signs, their
height, area of coverage and setbacks.

(Ord. No. 2023-13, § 1, 10-4-2023)

Sec. 24-182. Single- and Two-Family Districts (R-1 and R-2).
Normally these districts do not allow signs. However, due to special situations that may have been created

by special use approvals or rezoning the following guidelines are the maximum allowances for signage in these
districts:
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(1)

(2)

(3)
(4)
(5)

(6)

Allowable signs. Portable yard signs, wall signs and one ground sign per property. Ground signs and
athletic field signs are only allowed when the use of the property requires a special use permit.

Area restriction. Wall signs attached to building face shall not exceed one square foot. In addition, one
ground sign is limited to 20 square feet for uses which require a special use permit.

Height restriction. Ground signs are not to exceed 12 feet in height; and
Setbacks. All ground signs must be at least 20 feet from the front property line.
Portable yard signs. Portable yard signs cannot exceed ten square feet in area.
(a)  Asign permit is not required for portable yard signs.

{b) Portable yard signs shall be located outside the pubtic right-of-way.

(c) Portable yard signs in excess of three feet in height shall be located outside the vision clearance
area and vision clearance triangle.

On-site directional sign. For a land use requiring a special use permit or site plan review, an on-site
directional sign{s) not exceeding six square feet in area and four feet in height is allowed and shall be
reviewed as part of the site plan or special use permit review process or by the Zoning Administrator.

(Ord. No. 2023-13, § 1, 10-4-2023)

Sec. 24-183. High Density Residence Districts (M-1 and M-2).

These districts are similar to both One- and Two-Family Districts in that signs are not normally allowed.
However, several institutional type uses and special uses are permitted in these districts as well as other existing
nonconforming uses.

(1)

(2)

(3)
(4)
(5)

(6)

Allowable signs. Portable yard signs, wall signs, and one ground sign per property. Ground signs are
only allowed when the use of the property requires a special use permit or includes a multi-family
residence of more than three units.

Area restrictions. Wall signs attached to building face shall not exceed one square foot. In addition, one
ground sign is limited to 20 square feet for uses requiring a special use permit or is a multi-family
residence of more than three units.

Height restrictions. Ground signs may not exceed 12 feet in height; and
Setbacks. All ground signs must be at least 20 feet from the front property line.
Portable yard signs. Portable yard signs cannot exceed ten square feet in area.
{a) A sign permit is not required for portable yard signs.

{b) Portable yard signs shall be located outside the public right-of-way.

{(c) Portable yard signs in excess of three feet in height shall be located outside the vision clearance
area and vision clearance triangle.

On-site directional sign. For a land use requiring a special use permit or site plan review, an on-site
directional sign{s) not exceeding six square feet in area and four feetin height is allowed and shall be
reviewed as part of the site plan or special use permit review process or by the Zoning Administrator.

(Ord. No. 2023-13, § 1, 10-4-2023)
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Sec. 24-184. General Commercial District (C-1).

This district encourages the development of business uses both as a single tenant and as multiple tenants on
a site. Also, this district may be located next to a divided highway corridor where high-speed traffic is present.

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)
(6)

(7)

(8)

Allowable signs. Portable yard signs, wall signs, projecting signs, canopy signs, window signs, banners,
and one ground sign per property.

Area restrictions for a single tenant. Wall signs, projecting signs, canopy signs, and banners shall not
exceed 15 percent of the building face on which they are attached in the aggregate. Wall signs placed
on the outside of a window shall also not exceed 50 percent of the gross window area of any given
building face In addition, one ground sign is to not exceed 100 square feet. For property located
adjacent to a divided highway, a second ground sign of up to 200 square feet, is allowed along the
divided highway right-of-way;

Area restrictions for multiple tenants. Wall, projecting signs, canopy signs, and banners shall not exceed
15 percent of the building face on which they are attached in the aggregate. In addition, one ground
sign is not to exceed 100 square feet in the aggregate for multiple tenant developments with buildings
of 15,000 square feet or less, or up to 400 square feet in the aggregate for multiple tenant
developments with buildings of more than 15,000 gross square feet. For property located adjacent to a
divided highway, a second ground sign, not to exceed 200 square feet in size, is allowed along the
divided highway right-of-way;

Height restrictions (both single and multiple tenants). Ground signs are not to exceed 35 feet in height.
Signs along a divided highway may exceed the elevation of the abutting highway pavement by 35 feet;

Setbacks (both single and multiple tenants} means ten feet from a street or highway right-of-way;

Double frontage lots other than corner lots (both single and multiple tenants). An additional ground
sign is allowed along a second street frontage provided vehicular access is allowed from the abutting
street. The total sign area for the property may be divided between the two signs but in no case will
the total sign area exceed the total single sign area allowed for the property.

Portable yard signs. A property is allowed one portable yard sign, which cannot exceed ten square feet
in area, per street frontage.

(a)  Asign permit is not required for portable yard signs.

{b) Portable yard signs in excess of three feet in height shall be located outside the vision clearance
area and vision clearance triangle.

On-site directional sign. For a land use requiring a special use permit or site plan review, an on-site
directional sign(s) not exceeding six square feet in area and four feet in height is allowed and shall be
reviewed as part of the site plan or special use permit review process or by the Zoning Administrator.

(Ord. No. 2023-13, § 1, 10-4-2023)

Sec. 24-185. Central Business District (C-2).

This district encourages high-density development of both single and multiple tenant uses. Businesses
located in this district are less dependent upon passing traffic as in the C-1, General Commercial District.

(1)

Allowable signs. Portable yard signs, wall signs, projecting signs, canopy signs, window signs, banners
and ground signs;
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()

(3)

(4)
(5)
(6)

{7)

(8)

Area restrictions for a single tenant. Wall signs, projecting signs, canopy signs, and banners shall not
exceed 15 percent of the building face on which they are attached in the aggregate. Wall signs placed
on the outside of a window shall also not exceed 50 percent of the gross window area of any given
building face In addition, one ground sign is to not exceed 100 square feet. For property located
adjacent to a divided highway a second ground sign of up to 200 square feet is allowed along the
divided highway right-of-way;

Area restrictions for multiple tenants. Total area of permitted signs is to not exceed 15 percent of
building face; one ground sign is not to exceed 200 square feet;

Height restrictions (both single and multiple tenants). Ground signs are not to exceed 35 feet in height;
Setbacks (both single and muitiple tenants}. No front setback is required;

Double frontage lots other than corner lots (both single and multiple tenants). An additional ground
sign is allowed along a second street frontage provided vehicular access is allowed from the abutting
street. The total sign area for the property may be divided between the two signs but in no case will
the total sign area exceed the total single sign area allowed for the property.

Portable yard signs. A property is allowed one portable yard sign, which cannot exceed ten square feet
in area, per street frontage.

(a) Asign permit is not required for portable signs.

(b) Portable yard signs in excess of three feet in height shall be located outside the vision clearance
area and vision clearance triangle.

On-site directional sign. For a land use requiring a special use permit or site plan review, an on-site
directional sign(s) not exceeding six square feet in area and four feet in height is allowed and shall be
reviewed as part of the site plan or special use permit review process or by the Zoning Administrator.

(Ord. No. 2023-13, § 1, 10-4-2023)

Sec. 24-186. Planned Business Center District (I-1).

This district encourages uses that are generally either employment centers, or are planned developments
adjacent to major highways.

(1)

(2)

(4)

If the uses are primarily commercial in nature, then refer to the General Commercial District (C-1)
standards and restrictions; or

f the uses are primarily industrial in nature, then refer to the General Industrial District {I-2) standards
and restrictions.

Portable yard signs. A property is allowed one portable yard sign per street frontage which cannot
exceed ten square feet in area.

{a) A sign permit is not required for portable yard signs.

(b) Portable yard signs in excess of three feet in height shall be located outside the vision clearance
area and vision clearance triangle.

On-site directional sign. For a land use requiring a special use permit or site plan review, an on-site
directional sign(s) not exceeding six square feet in area and four feet in height is allowed and shall be
reviewed as part of the site plan or special use permit review process or by the Zoning Administrator.

(Ord. No. 2023-13, § 1, 10-4-2023)
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Sec. 24-187. General Industrial District (I-2).

This district encourages uses that are generally employment centers and are not usually dependent upon
passing traffic for business.

(1)

()

3)

(4)
(5)

(6)

Allowable signs. Portable yard signs, wall signs, window signs, canopy signs, projecting signs, banners,
and one ground sign.

Area restriction. Wall signs, projecting signs, canopy signs, and banners shall not exceed ten percent of
the building face on which they are attached. Wall signs placed on the outside of a window shall also
not exceed 50 percent of the gross window area of any given building face In addition, one ground
sign is limited to 100 square feet in area;

Height restriction. Ground signs may not exceed 35 feet in height. Signs along a divided highway may
exceed the elevation of the abutting highway pavement by 35 feet; and

Setbacks. Signs must be set back ten feet from the front lot line.

Portable yard signs. A property is allowed one portable yard sign, which cannot exceed ten feet in area,
per street frontage.

{a) Asign permit is not required for portable yard signs.

(b) Portable yard signs in excess of three feet in height shall be located outside the vision clearance
area and vision clearance triangle.

On-site directional sign. For a land use requiring a special use permit or site plan review, an on-site
directional sign(s) not exceeding six square feet in area and four feet in height is allowed and shall be
reviewed as part of the site plan review process or by the Zoning Administrator.

Section 2.  Severability. Inthe event any section, subsection, clause, phrase or portion of
this ordinance is for any reason held illegal, invalid or unconstitutional by any court of
competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct and independent
provision, and such holding shall not affect the validity of the remainder of this ordinance. It
is the legislative intent of the Common Council that this ordinance would have been adopted
if such illegal provision had not been included or any illegal application had not been made.

Section 3. Repeal and Replaced and Effective Date. All ordinances or parts of
ordinances and resolutions in conflict herewith are hereby repealed. This ordinance shall
take effect from and after its passage and publication.

Approved: August7, 2024

Published: August 14, 2024

Moved by: Steiner/Borchardt

Adopted:

August 7, 2024 8-0, Ellis Excused
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